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@ NOTE ON) THE QUARTERLY 
NEWS-LETTER 


THE publication of a quarterly bulletin is a new venture 
for the Club, and the appearance of this first number re- 
quires, perhaps, a word of explanation. The need for a 
vehicle by which information about Club activities can 
be supplied regularly to members, and in which policies 
and projects can be discussed, has for some time been 
evident. The first purpose of the “News-Letter,” hence, 
is to serve as a medium for promoting a closer relation- 
ship between the Club and its members. 

It is planned to give the quarterly somewhat wider 
scope than is usual in club bulletins, to make it a resumé 


not only of Book Club activities but of allied fields that 
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touch the interests of collectors. The extent to which this 
phase of the plan succeeds will depend very largely on the 
cooperation of members, and the columns of the quar- 
terly will be open to those who can be persuaded to share 
experiences gained in the pursuit of their hobbies. 

Each future number will contain several short papers 
on subjects pertinent to the interests of Club members. 
It is hoped by this means to reflect the interest of mem- 
bers in fine and rare books, and in Western literature and 
typography. Membersare cordially invited tosuggest ways 
of adding to the usefulness of the little publication. 





OD Oren 


THE FIRST TWENTY YEARS 
by Alfred Sutro, President 


THE YEAR 1933 completes the first two decades of the 
Club’s history. Looking back, one feels that its accom- 
plishments during these twenty years have fully justified 
the hopes with which it was launched on what seemed 
an uncommonly precarious voyage. In 1913, book col- 
lectors were far less numerous than they are today, fine 
printing on the Pacific Coast was in its infancy, and as- 
sociations of the type of the projected club were then 
unknown in the West. There was considerable doubt if 
a club devoted exclusively to the interests of booklovers, 
to furthering the enthusiasm of collectors, and to en- 
couraging the production of beautifully made books in 
the West, could receive sufficient support to survive. 
The fact that the Club has survived, that it has grown 
steadily in enrollment and prestige is, of course, primar- 
ily due to the interest and loyalty of its members, both 
those who have been on the roll from the beginning and 
the larger number whose names have been added in later 
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years. If the Club may (once in twenty years) be permit- 
ted to boast mildly, it may truthfully say that its stand- 
ing among the book collectors’ societies of the country 
is established and secure, and that its publications are 
valued wherever finely printed books are known and ap- 
preciated, 

This has not been accomplished in a day, nor has it 
all been smooth sailing. The newly-established Club sur- 
vived the war period only because of untiring efforts on 
the part of a little group of its original sponsors. Again, 
during the past three years, the Club has faced a variety 
of problems, for book collectors, unhappily, are not ex- 
empt from hard times. Since 1929, the sale of publica- 
tions has sharply declined from the former level, and a 
considerable number of members have been forced to ask 
that their names be dropped from the roll—many of 
them, it is hoped, only temporarily. 

The Club has recognized the situation and has taken 
such steps as seemed wise to meet it: by reducing oper- 
ating expenses, by curtailing the publication programme, 
and by abandoning for the present lectures and exhibi- 
tions. While these restrictions have seemed necessary and 
prudent, it is hoped that the Club may speedily resume 
its normal functions. To bring this about it 1s necessary 
to have the united interest and support of the members. 
Their cooperation, expressed in any of the ways suggested 
below, will assure their Club’s continued and broader 
usefulness during its second twenty years. 

Members are urged to cooperate by: 

Purchasing the Club publications as these are issued. 

Adding to their collections of Club publications by 
the purchase of earlier titles still in print. 

Proposing new members. 
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Supplying the secretary with the names of those who 
might wish to become members. 

Suggesting material for publication. 

Offering comment or criticism with reference to publi- 
cations or other Club activities. 

ola le} 

4] The Fifty Books of the Year exhibitions of The American Insti- 
tute of Graphic Arts were inaugurated in 1923. In the first ten exhi- 
bitions Pacific Coast printers were represented by 48 books, nearly 
10% of the whole. In seven of the ten exhibitions, one or more of 
the Club’s books were included, and in 1927 the Institute’s medal 
was awarded to “The Letter of Amerigo Vespucci” as “the book of 
the year most outstanding in its typographical merit.” Unfortunately, 
a number of the Club publications selected, including the Vespucci 
Letter, are now out-of-print. Copies of the following are available 
to members: “Oscar Weil; Letters & Papers” (1924) $10.00; “Phil- 
obiblon of Richard de Bury” (1926) $10.00; “An Invocation” (1929) 
$8.00, and “The Santa Fe Trail to California” (1932) $30.00. 


OF0 
ANNOUNCING: THE EVERETT LETTERS TO 
“DAME SHIRLEY” 


DURING the preparation of his introduction to the 
Grabhorn Press edition of “The Shirley Letters from 
the California Mines,” Mr. Carl I. Wheat, a director of 
the Club, learned of a remarkable series of letters that 
had been found among “Dame Shirley’s” effects after her 
death in 1906. An examination of the letters (which 
date from 1834 to 1849) disclosed that, while many 
were from relatives and schoolgirl friends, they included 
a highly interesting series of 47 from the pen of Alexan- 
der Hill Everett, brilliant elder brother of Edward Ev- 
erett, and one of the notable men of his generation. 
Diplomat at The Hague and Madrid, editor of The 
North American Review, able writer of the great New 
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England school, political leader, educator and lecturer, 
Everett met Louise Smith (who later became famed for 
her letters signed “Dame Shirley” ) in August 1839, when 
both were passengers on a stage-coach from Chester, Vt., 
to Greenfield, Mass. Although he was 29 years her senior, 
Everett was delighted at his young friend’s personal charm 
and literary ability. From their first meeting until his 
death eight years later in China, where he had gone as 
United States Minister, he wrote her at frequent intervals. 

The value placed on the letters by the future “Dame 
Shirley” is evident from care with which she preserved 
them throughout her long life. Written from Boston, 
New York, Washington, Louisiana, China, and many 
other places, they abound in wit and literary allusion and 
disclose a wide acquaintance with men and events of the 
period. They would be well worthy of perpetuation even 
had they not been penned by one of the leaders of that 
flowering of New England culture that produced Emer- 
son, Longfellow, and Thoreau. 

The recent republication of “Dame Shirley’s” own 
celebrated letters renders particularly timely the appear- 
ance of these letters from Alexander Everett to her. They 
will be printed for the Club by The Grabhorn Press in a 
format similar to that of the “Shirley Letters.” The book 
will contain an introduction and explanatory notes by 
Mr. Wheat. 

Since existing conditions make it necessary to deter- 
mine in advance the size of the edition, the exact price 
cannot be announced until the number of copies sub- 
scribed is known.The more orders received, the less the 
price will be; in any event it will not exceed $7.50. 
No more copies will be printed than are subscribed for 
within 21 days after the mailing of this copy of the 
“News-Letter.” 
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{] In its first twenty years, the Club published 41 books, of which 


18 are now out-of-print. Of 9 of the 23 titles remaining in stock, 
fewer than 50 copies each remain. Members who plan to purchase 
some of these while they are still available may be interested in the 
following list which gives, besides the printer and price, the exact 
number of copies remaining: “Odes & Sonnets,” Smith (Taylor & 
Taylor, $3.00) 49; “The Vision of Mirzah,” Addison (Nash, $2.00) 
46; “California,” Coolbrith (Nash, $2.00) 43; “Nationalism,” 
Tagore (Norwood Press, $2.00) 39; “The Origin of the Jumping 
Frog,” Lewis (Grabhorn, $6.00) 27; “Oscar Weil; Letters & Pa- 
pers,” (Grabhorn, $10.00) 20; “The Gentle Cynic,” Jastrow (Grab- 
horn, $12.00) 15; “Philobiblon of Richard de Bury” (Grabhorn, 
$10.00) 9, and “The Book of Thel,” Blake (The Windsor Press, 
$3.50) 7. 


OOO ees 


HOW SHOULD CLUB PUBLICATIONS BE 
SELECT ERE? 


by Albert M. Bender, Chairman, Publication Committee 


THE QUESTION of what sort of material members 
consider most desirable in their Club’s publications is 
an important one to the Committee. The choice of the 
titles published in the past has on the whole been good 
and the Committee is anxious to maintain this standard, 
and to improve on it. Whether or not we shall succeed 
depends in no small degree upon how accurately we gauge 
the wishes of members, who are invited to express opin- 
ions (which need not be laudatory) on existing publica- 
tions, and to suggest material, or types of material, suit- 
able for those of the future. 

Although the Committee has never followed hard-and- 
fast rules in selecting material, a certain policy has been 
evolved and has in general been followed. The Commit- 


tee has kept in mind that the Club (1) should not pub- 
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lish material that is easily accessible elsewhere; (2) should 
publish nothing that is not beyond question worthy of a 
fine edition; and (3) that it should, other things being 
equal, give preference to material dealing with the West, 
either the work of important—but not necessarily well- 
known—writers of the past, or to work reflecting worth- 
while trends in contemporary Western letters. 

This subject is brought up here partly because the 
Committee is at present considering two publications 
that seem to fit the Club’s editorial requirements as out- 
lined above. One is the unpublished diary of Charles 
Warren Stoddard’s visit to the leper colony at Molokai 
in 1884. This is a graphic and extremely interesting ac- 
count of the visit that resulted a few months later in the 
publication of Stoddard’s “The Lepers of Molokai,” 
which first made the heroic work of Father Damien known 
to the world. Admirers of Robert Louis Stevenson who 
recall the latter’s friendship with Stoddard will credit 
the theory that Stevenson’s interest in Father Damien 
was first kindled by the California writer. As the world 
knows, this interest resulted some years later in Steven- 
son’s famous “Open Letter to Dr. Hyde.” It is planned 
to publish the Stoddard diary late in 1933. The edition 
will be 250 copies and the probable price $5.00. 

A second publication, which has been in preparation 
for many months, is “Early Polynesian Printing,” by 
George L. Harding. This is the history of the founding 
of the first printing press in the South Seas, with a bib- 
liography (the first ever compiled) of its publications. 
It will surprise many to learn that the first books printed 
in English west of the Mississippi were produced, not in 
California or elsewhere on the mainland, but on the is- 


land of Tahiti. Two hundred and fifty copies will be 
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printed by The Grabhorn Press, and each will contain a 
specimen page (circa 1820) printed by the Tahiti press. 
The publication will be ready about September; the price 
will not exceed $5.00. | 

The Publication Committee invites comment on the 
above titles. Are these in line with the types of material 
members think the Club should issue? 


ODO 


{| Members sometimes ask if it is permissible to purchase Club pub- 

lications for use as gifts. By all means! The Club wishes more mem- 

bers would avail themselves of this privilege, for it is an ideal way 

of making the Club and its publications known to a wider circle of 
booklovers. The Club books are products of the foremost Western 
fine printers, they are for sale only to members, and the titles se- 

lected need not be expensive, for prices range from $1.50 upward. 

Members who occasionally wish to select a distinctive gift, one that 
the recipient cannot obtain elsewhere, are urged to write or tele- 

phone (Sutter 7532) the Club. A list and description of the avail- 

able publications will be supplied at once. 


q Although they will not be tempted, members who own copies of 
“Poems by Robinson Jeffers” will be interested to know that its cur- 
rent price is about $15.00 per copy. This was published by the Club, 
at $8.00, five years ago and the edition (310 copies) sold out in a few 
weeks. Copies occasionally come up at auctions; one was recently bid 
in at $22.50. , 


{| Some statistics on the geographical distribution of the Club’s 
membership may be of interest. Slightly less than three-quarters of 
the members, 74% to be exact, reside in California. Of these, 59% 
live in San Francisco or other bay cities; 15% elsewhere in the state, 
mostly in or about Los Angeles. All but a few of the remainder re- 
_ side east of the Rockies. New York City leads with 24 Club mem- 
bers; 7 live in Chicago, 4 in Philadelphia. In all, twenty states of 
the Union are represented. One member resides in Washington, 
D. C., 2 in Honolulu, and one in London. 


